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God, bless the reader of this
newsletter ... may it lift up and edify
... strengthen and encourage ...
challenge and make us dedicated ...
to His Kingdom! In His Name, Amen!

From Hal Draeger, Lead Pastor

LENT: A SEASON FOR
RETOOLING AND GROWTH

Lent is upon us with its 40 days of reflection and drawing
closer to our God in repentance and through the exercise of
spiritual disciplines of prayer and meditation. We have two ways
to focus ourselves and recalibrate how we live out our
relationship with the Lord. One is to be involved in one of the
small group gatherings in homes to discuss the Sunday theme
of 40 DAYs oF LovE. The small groups will extend the message
that comes the previous Sunday. Even if groups have already
begun, it is not too late to participate.

On Wednesday nights we have messages that focus on
being Christians who are making a strong impact empowered by
the Lord in their daily walk. In the Book of Revelation, God
speaks to the community of faith at Laodicea and challenges it

4 to heat up its life. He says, “I know your deeds,
@% that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you
—d were either one or the other!” He challenges

KJ them to reach the boiling point, where they
_1: { Fi generate steam, the steam that can power a
locomotive. We will look at LIVING LIFE AT THE

L E N T BOILING POINT, generating energy that
-~ transforms the community through the power
of the Holy Spirit. The evening worship time will be preceded
each Wednesday with soup suppers prepared by Hank and Lina
Lassalle. Great food, great fellowship, and messages that relate
to life drawing on God’'s Word!!

Plan to engage in both Sunday and Wednesday worship
and in small groups — your life will be “hot!”

Wednesdays in March ~
é:OOFm Sauf SMP]yer
7: OOPm Service

Pagel



From John Uhlig, Pastor Emeritus

JOY AND PEACE — TWO BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD

A Christian is a very joyful and very happy person. Would you agree? At least he can,
and he should be. St. Paul encourages, "Rejoice in the Lord always, and again | say, rejoice."
(Philippians 4:4) In the liturgy of Matins we invite one another saying, "O come, let us sing unto
the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation." (Psalm 95)

In addition the Christian possesses "the peace of God which passeth all understanding.”
St. Paul assures us, "Therefore having been justified by faith we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:1) Peace is an inner emotion which calms one's spirit
especially in times of stress.

Two priceless gifts - joy and peace! They come to us - how? Through the grace and
undeserved mercy of God. Something has happened to us which always brings joy and peace
to us. Again Paul speaks of this in Romans 6:3-6. Read these verses carefully. Something
cataclysmic has happened to us. The Holy Spirit has made us into brand new totally changed
people. "Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ, have been baptized
into His DEATH!" Our baptism has caused us to share in Christ's death on the cross. He,
Jesus, died; but when He died on the cross also a part of us died at our baptism, the old man,
the old Adam, the natural man. That part of us DIED! Also, through our baptism we also
participate in Christ's burial. "Having been buried with Him through baptism into death."
(Romans 6:4) Our old nature died and also has been buried through our baptism. But there is
more - we also participate through our baptism in Christ's RESURRECTION! Just as Christ
rose from the dead, we too arise from the death of the old nature, that is to say, the new man,
the new person, the new | arise with Jesus. This new person is so different, is new, he loves
the Lord, he walks and lives in newness of life. Romans 6:4 - ... “as Christ was raised from the
dead...so we too might walk in newness of life."

In other words, the Holy Spirit has, in our conversion, made us into brand new people,
redeemed, saved, loving the Lord, forgiven by the Father's act of justification, and now at the
side of Jesus, loving, acting, walking, speaking, thinking as Jesus does. "If any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature; the old things have passed away; behold new things have come."

(2 Corinthians 5:17).

That is why we now have these two wonderful new traits. We are always REJOICING,
and we always have the PEACE OF GOD, which passeth all understanding.

But now a problem rears its head, a spiritual problem. Why does Paul seem to lose his
joy at times and also his peace? Read his lament in Romans 7:15, "That which | am doing | do
not understand; for | am not practicing what | would like to do, but | am doing the very thing |
hate." That type of emotion happens to me too and possibly also to you. The problem is our
sins. We still sin, even though we are wonderfully remade people of God. And when this
happens we lose our peace and our joy — for a time. Listen to Paul's lament, "Wretched man
that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death.” (Romans 7:24)

That's when we cry out to Lord, "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation.”

(Psalm 51:12 - Liturgy) And the dear loving Lord does that very thing; He restores our JOY and
our PEACE. Paul assures himself and us, "There is therefore no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1) Because Jesus won for us, through His suffering, death, and
resurrection - forgiveness! | am forgiven - always. "The blood of Jesus cleanses us (keeps on
cleansing us) from all sin." (1 John 1:7) So | can sing again, and | have peace, "Being justified
as a gift by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:24).

I simply wanted to share this great truth with you. | am always standing in grace, under
the Father's judicial act of declaring me forgiven, because of Jesus Christ; | am ALWAYS
DECLARED FORGIVEN! The Holy Spirit wants us to know this wonderful truth, and to be joyful.
And to have the peace of God that surpasses all understanding.



From Mike Mancini, Principal

REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL

We Exist to Build a New Generation of Christian Leaders
Prepared to Thrive in a Rapidly Changing World

LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK

We will be celebrating Lutheran Schools
Week with over 2000 other Lutheran
schools across the United States the first
week of March. Nearly 260,000 students
who attend Lutheran schools will participate
in a weeklong celebration that begins
Sunday, March 1 with an all school sing at
the church and concludes on Friday, March
6™. The theme for this year's celebration is
"Lutheran Schools ~ Securing Each
Child’s Future — For Eternity.” Among the
many activities planned for the week are
50's Day, Pajama Day, Crazy Hair Day,
Favorite Sports Team Day, and School Red
and White Day/Pep Rally. What an
awesome week this will be! Praise GOD!

***Make it a part of your gift of LOVE to
Jesus to introduce a friend to the wonderful
ministries of Redeemer Lutheran School.
Together we can make a difference in a
child’s and family’s life.

ROUNDBALL TIME AGAIN!!!

For all of us at Redeemer it is also time for
our own March Madness. The month opens
with our girls traveling to Lodi to compete in
their final basketball tournament of the year.
18 teams throughout Northern California
travel to Lodi to participate in this season-
ending annual event the weekend of March
6™ thru March 8". The following weekend
its Roundball time! We look forward to
hosting 20 teams as they embark on
Redwood City for the final tournament of the

DATES TO REMEMBER:
March 6-8 Girls Lodi Basketball Tournament
March 1-6 Lutheran Schools Week

boys’ season. It's a

weekend full of basketball, and a great
cheerleading competition on Saturday night.

This year's tournament will be held on
Friday at Red Morton Recreation Center
and on Saturday and Sunday at Woodside
High School. Be a part of this fun and
exciting weekend. Wear your RED, and
come cheer on these boys and girls as they
compete for the “prize” of champion in 2009!

As each of the teams and their players
compete in this action-packed weekend, we
all want to remember what the true goal
really is focused toward. Paul writes in
Philippians 3:14 what our ultimate goal and
focus should be...

“I press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.”

ENROLLMENT:

We are doing quite well at this time. We
have had 25 plus families who have
submitted application for Kindergarten and
have a waiting list for First grade. We have
openings in grades 2-8 (Public registration
begins March 2").

You are all very special to our community
and WE thank our great God each day for
your love and commitment to Redeemer
Lutheran School.

MARCH 13-15 RLS ROUNDBALL TOURNAMENT (Redwood City)

March 27 Grandparent Day (10:00am)

Redeemer Lutheran Ministries is An Acts 2 Church

Connecting People to Jesus and Helping Them Grow Spiritually

immigrant program “No More Deaths.” With heartfelt thanks, Ruth Finkelstein

g Sincere thanks to the Redeemer congregation for their generous contributions to the
Al g



Redeemer Lutheran School is currently accepting enroliment
applications for Kindergarten (K and 1% - waiting list) 2" through 8" grade
(school year August 2009 - June 2010) beginning March 2.

Applications are available by calling the school office or they can be
downloaded from www.redeemer-school.org. For more information or to
make an appointment to observe the classroom and/or meet with
Principal Mike Mancini, please call the school office at 366-3466 ext. 10.

From Eric Robinson, Outreach Pastor

WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR

Luke 10:25-37

Jesus' parable of the Good Samaritan always seemed a little too simple. Perhaps this
was because | usually heard it in the context of, "Be nice to everyone,” but as | have learned
more about this particular story, it turns out that | was missing a crucial part of what Luke was
saying. In verse 29, Luke tells us: But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is
my neighbor?"

It is only then that Jesus tells the parable. In other words, the answer to the question of
"Who is my neighbor?" is the story itself. The Jewish scholars of Jesus time considered the
guestion of one's neighbor to be remarkably important. After all, it is one of the commandments.
The scholars would obsess over these commands, trying to understand what God is wanting
and requiring. Is my neighbor the person who lives next door to me? Yes. What about the
people across the street? Probably. My co-workers? Maybe. People living in the next county?
Maybe not. You get the picture.

This was typical. They sought to understand how best to execute the commandments
God gave them, and it was Jesus who was trying to change the direction of their focus. God
wanted the people's hearts more than anything else, even more than the proper execution of
rules and commands.

So when the hero of the parable turns out to be the Samaritan, the ethnic group that
lived north of Judea and whom the Jews hated, Jesus isn't offering an answer. Instead, he is
changing the question. Loving your neighbor is less about taking care of those nearest to you,
who are easy to love because you know them well. Instead, it is about caring for those you
encounter, wherever and whomever they happen to be.

After all, it wasn't the pious men that avoided the beaten man on the road that stopped to
help him. They weren't "neighbors." It was the Samaritan, who supposedly was ignorant to
God's laws that demonstrated real love for his neighbor.

So, who is your neighbor?

NEW MEMBERS:

Stephanie Yonker
Teresa Muckel
Warmly welcome these gals!

PAPTISMS

Meagan Paulsen
Alec Rogers
Lisa (Mom), Kaylee, Caden and Keegen Kohlmaier




WANTED

o Gently used “Portals of Prayer” and other devotional material to be distributed with
Bags of Love to the residents of the Seneca Hotel in San Francisco
e Healthy non-perishable (and not outdated) food for the Food Basket
benefiting Second Harvest.
o eWASTE, Saturday March 7 benefiting Washington DC trip for 7/8 students.
To benefit Redeemer School ... donate used ink cartridges for cash and
“Labels for Education” for sport equipment.
Pull tabs off aluminum cans (benefits Ronald McDonald House)
Campbell labels (entire label please, see qualifiers at info table) ... AZ Indians
Eye glasses (sent overseas)
Tutors for K-5 for Roosevelt School, one hour, once a week.
Contact Carole Farnum to volunteer, 364-5899
e Sign up for eScrip online: www.escrip.com and follow instructions using
ID 137104926 (RLS)

Move you clock up one hour before you go to bed
Saturday, March 7!

PARKING ON SUNDAYS

&
K — L %

* worshipers by placing cones in spaces nearest the church building (10
spaces) during the 8:30am worship time. Those spaces + 3 handicapped
spaces then become available for the 10:00am worshiper. Additionally
parking is available during 8:30am service in the Hudson Street faculty
parking lot for those who are able to walk a bit further.
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r_]if_ dig é Have you noticed? We now accommodate the needs of those less mobile

CAMPBELL COMPANY PRODUCTS INCLUDING SOUP

Please continue saving the UPC labels from Campbell soup cans. We only

need the UPC symbols — however getting the entire label is acceptable, too.

Be very careful not to get the numbers cut off as that messes up the part that
0

counts. Thank you. Grace Schnereger
123458678900

BAGS OF LOVE

Saturday, March 21, 8:15am - - - help make PB&J sandwiches and pack
bags in the Event Center before heading to SF to distribute food and friendship @ 6
and prayer to the under-resourced folks in the Seneca Hotel. Please consider this =N
ministry as part of a way to serve God through serving others. Contacts: Glenn |

Hessler, ghessler@comcast.net or 364-2739 and Paul Soule,
1pau5@sbcglobal.net or 364-0952.
Additionally, it costs over $200.00 per month to pay for supplies...if you
would like to contribute make note on your check: BAGS OF LOVE. Also donations A

of creamy peanut butter and strawberry jam are accepted.



Men’s Breakfast, Devotion and Fellowship
Each Wednesday, 6:30am-7:30am
Redeemer Event Center -

All men invited!

o

UPDATE ON PENINSULA ASIAN MISSION SOCIETY

God continues to bless the work of Missionary David Chan. He leads a Bible Class for those
who come to the Saturday Food Pantry at Grace-Bethel, San Francisco. The number of
Chinese people who come for the time of study and worship has grown to more than 120 on a
typical Saturday. Pastor Chan is leading both a citizenship class and an ESL class with 8
students. On January 28 they had a grand celebration of the Year of
the Ox.

T 9
‘T' PENINSULA ASIAN MISSION SOCIETY (PAMS)

DINNER FOR SUPPORTERS

On Sunday, March 8, PAMS will host a dinner for supporters and interested people. Missionary
David Chan and Pastor Terry Chan will share the story of God’'s work among the Chinese.
Redeemer is a charter member of PAMS and supports it with regular monthly offerings. You are
encouraged to join the festivities at Trinity Lutheran Church, Burlingame at 4:00pm for the
presentation and Chinese dinner. Contact Pastor Hal with your interest (hdraeger@gmail.com).

FRIDAY NIGHT KID FLICKS

February 27 — 5:30pm-8:30pm — Fellowship Hall
Children welcome 3 years old and older
Free to those kids who are accompanied by an adult.
$10 suggested donation per child for those dropped off.
Theatre treats provided.
Films: Penguins of Madagascar and Madagascar Escape 2 Africa

Stephen Ministry

One-on-one caregiving
Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of training before they are commissioned and
assigned to care receivers. They learn skills such as listening, identifying and
expressing feelings, setting boundaries, and being assertive. They also learn about
specific challenges such as hospitalization, divorce, grief and depression. Stephen
Ministers feel well-prepared to walk alongside people in crisis, whether it is with an
assigned care receiver or in their own relationship with family, friends and co-workers. If
you are struggling and would like a caring Christian to talk to, contact one of the
members on the Leadership Team:

Pastor Draeger, Stephen Minister, Teaching & Supervision Leader, 366-5892 x20
Karen Kneedler, Stephen Minister, Leader & Referrals Coordinator, 366.5892 x16 or via e-mail,
karenk@redeemerministries.org.




Easter Saturday, April 11, 2009
Save the Date for

HUNT!

This year we celebrate our third year in co-hosting HUNT.
This event is a free, community Easter egg hunt (and party)
held on Easter Saturday. It is a gift to the Redwood City
community, coordinated by Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Peninsula Covenant Church, and Communidad Familiar
Cristiana in partnership with the City of Redwood City, and
other corporate sponsors.

Easter reminds us of the cross, Jesus’ death and resurrection... that is our bridge to God. Our
hope is that through HUNT, we can build bridges into our community so those who don’t know God can
see, feel and know Jesus IN us. It is an opportunity for us, who are richly blessed by our relationship with
God, to heap blessings on others. In 2007, over 1,500 people showed up. In 2008, over 2,500 people
showed up. We're trusting God again this year for whatever, and whoever comes! Would you like to join
us (again) this year?

There are many ways to participate in HUNT...

e Serve as a HUNT Sponsor! (See details on flyer in last sheets of the newsletter)

e Donate Candy! 25,000 plastic Easter eggs need to be filled with individually wrapped candies.
(This is 5,000 MORE than we filled last year.) We want to be generous, so the more candy the
better! You can drop off candy donations in the two Candy Collection Bins located in Redeemer’s
Fellowship Hall and the Narthex.

Please make your candy donation by March 22! (Suggested candies, individually wrapped)

Laffy Taffy Starburst Jolly Ranchers
Tootsie Rolls Skittles
Jelly Beans Sweet Tarts

No chocolate, please. (When it melts, it's a mess!)

o Stuff Plastic Easter Eggs! Join us and many other volunteers to stuff thousands of plastic
Easter eggs with candies. This egg-stuffing event is scheduled for Tuesday, March 24, 6:30pm,
Redeemer’s Fellowship Hall. Mark your calendar now so you don’t miss out. It's fun!

e Be amember of the HUNT Volunteer Team!

The HUNT event is dependent on the many volunteers who are willing to serve by giving their time and
talents to this community event. Volunteers serve in a variety of capacities on the day of the event. You
can serve as an egg hunt zone Marshall, volunteer coordinator, a welcome-table greeter, a set-up crew
member, a refreshments host, a craft table coordinator, a face-painter, a helium balloon blower-upper,
and the list goes on! If you have a desire to serve, we’'ll find the right task for you!

All volunteers must attend one (1) volunteer meeting - scheduled as follows:
Thursday, March 26 at 7:15pm Monday, March 30 at 7:00pm
Community Activities Building, 1400 Roosevelt Avenue, Redwood City.

e Bake Cookies! HUNT refreshments include over 225 dozen cookies. You can participate by
donating cookies for the refreshments tables. Home-baked are most appreciated. No peanut
butter or nut cookies, please. If you make cookies, please plan to deliver them to Redeemer’s
kitchen on Thursday afternoon, April 9, and no later than 10am. on Friday morning, April 10.

e Attend HUNT and celebrate Easter! Christ has given us something to celebrate! He is Risen
Indeed! Hallelujah! Come to HUNT and spread some joy with your neighbors in the Redwood City
community.

If you have any questions, contact:

Pamela Estes, 780-9727, pkestes@rcn.com

Stephanie McCollum, 364-1319, stephanoli@yahoo.com
Visit the HUNT website: http://www.hunt-rwc.org

Those who wish to renew or begin a subscription to LUTHERAN WITNESS MAGAZINE|
...please let Karen know in the church office before April 15 ($15 - beginning with July issue).




Cclcbrating the | enten Season

Wednesday Holy Week
Lenten Services Worship Services
February 25-April 1
Palm Sunday
6:00pm ~ Soup Supper April 5 ~ 8:30am + 10:00am
7:00pm ~ Worship Service 8:30am - Confirmation
Soup of the day
2/25 — Tortilla Maundy Thursday
3/4 — Navy Bean and Ham April 9 ~ 7:30pm
3/11 — Chicken n Noodle Service + Holy Communion
3/18 — Split Pea and Ham
3/25 — Minestrone
4/1 — Potato and Leek Good Friday
April 10
Thank you Lina & Hank Lassalle 12:30pm Meditative Service
(soup) and Soo-Yee Lim & Arlene 7:30pm Tenebrae Service
Templeton (organization of the .
suppers) (Service of Darkness)
Messages

2/25 Life at the Boiling Point Easter Sunday
3/4 Heat-Building Practices April 12 ~ 8:30am + 10:00am

3/11 Midweek Heat Celebrative Service
3/18 Heat From Others _

3/25 Heat Through Serving He has risen!

4/1 Heat Through Giving He has risen indeed!

From Helen Botharescue, ministry group member

LIFE ENRICHMENT

God enables us through Life Enrichment Ministry to enhance our latter
years by sharing with others our Christian love and fellowship.

Around 50 people enjoyed the delicious lunch (pork loin, chutney, roasted potatoes, asparagus,
salad and apple pie) prepared by chefs Karl and Denise Maier. The husband and wife team of Binn
played piano and sang many of our old sentimental and romantic favorites. Pastor Bob continued to
remind us of the foundation of our faith: the 10 Commandments, the Creeds, and the Lord's
Prayer. Meeting as we were on Valentine's Day, Ann Richter surprised us with a heart-moving and
spiritual essay on her long love relationship with her husband Ken who so many of us remember, too
(with wet-eyes).

Remember, next month we go to Sunny View Retirement Community in Cupertino (Saturday,
March 14). We'll meet in the parking lot at Redeemer at 9:30am and car-pool. Once there, we will have
our usual brief Bible study related to our theme, Aging Faithfully, followed by lunch and a tour of the
facilities. We plan to arrive back at Redeemer by 2:00pm.

Please note ... there will be some changes in our normal schedule in April and May!




From Helen Botnarescue, President

Lutheran Women in Mission affirm, encourage, and enable women,
in relationship with the Triune God, to use their gifts in ministry to people of the world.

Our February meeting was well attended by 15 of our regular members. Etta Hansen gave an
inspiring Bible study based on Chapter 4 of Paul's letter to the Philippians. Several verses
emphasized were v. 6, "Do not be afraid...” v. 11, "...for | have learned to be content whatever
the circumstances"; and v. 13, "l can do everything through Him who gives me strength." Most
of us who were privileged to listen to Etta's study related strongly to the emphasis of Paul to rely
on God in all of Life's events.

There has been good and bad news regarding our Mites. The good news is that in the
CA-NV-HI District, we have now been able to fund our 8" project and likely will easily fund all of
our projects before the next District biennial conference in 2010 in San Jose, CA. The not so
good news, though, is that the national LWML is $400,000 short of its goal for the 2007-2009
biennial and the mites collection ends in March. So, if you've been planning on writing a check
for mites, do it now!

Remember, there will be no LWIM meeting in March, but do mark your calendars for April's
meeting. Gary Behrens will be our Bible study leader, and most of us remember well when
Gary presented last year's study--it was excellent.

Still, March will be a busy month for the Ladies Guild. Check the calendar below.

March
Monday, March 2, 10:00am: NO LWIM Board Meeting
Monday, March 2, LWML 33" Biennial Mtg. (June 25-28), Portland, OR, registration opens
Theme: "Look to the Hills--God Reigns"
Speakers include, among others,
Heidi Floyd: "God reigns...when breast cancer strikes."
Dr. Mary Hilgendorf: "God reigns...with Biblical women of influence."
LCMS President Jerry Kieschnick and wife, Terry: "God reigns...in our church body."
Ruth Koch: "God reigns...in my grief."
Missionaries Michelle Hoeppner & Danielle Puthnam: "God reigns...in the mission field."
Jan Struck: “God reigns...in my life story."
Saturday, March 7, 8:30am: Women's Bible Bkfst., Bob's Courthouse Café, 2198 Broadway.
Saturday, March 21, 9:00am-2:45pm, Zone 8 Spring Rally, Grace Lutheran Church, San Mateo
Bible Study: Pastor Froh
Theme: "Speaking the Faith in Everyday Life" -- based on Matthew 16:16,
"Simon Peter answered, 'You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.™
Guest speaker: Janet Malzhan, Palo Alto, inquiring, "Have you ever walked away
from a conversation and said, “Why didn't | share something about my faith?"
Ingathering: A $5.00-$25.00 gift card from Target, Bed Bath and Beyond, Sears
Wal-Mart, Walgreen's, or grocery store (you may bring more than one).
These are to be donated to those in Southern California and in the Paradise area
of Northern California who lost everything in the fires of last Fall.
April
Saturday, April 4, 8:30am: Women's Bible breakfast, Bob's Courthouse Café address above.
Monday, April 6, 10:00am: LWIM Board Meeting, Classroom 2.
Thursday, April 9, 1:00pm: LWIM Meeting, Conference Room 1
Bible Study leader: Gary Behrens



